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SCbJKCT: The Mufti And Riyad SULH 
REFERENCE: OX-A-23 of 30 April 



I* Early in toy Wadsworth exchanged a numoer of 
iivot oables with State Department and Arab oap- 
it dls on the subject of the return of the Mufti 
from Paris. Washington was gravely concerned over 
rumors that the Mufti had ueen InWlted to Lebanon 
and Syria. 

2« Foreign Offices of both countries oategorlcally 
denied rumors to Wadsworth. 

3. However, 16 May when Wadsworth was playing bridge 
with President Khoury, Khoury let drop a remark 
that an Influential Moslem of Lebanon had seen the 
Mufti’ In Paris, and on return to Beirut had org- 
anised very secretly Moslem pressure to permit the 
Mufti to return here. Wadsworth at once said: 

•You refer to Hlyadt* The President just smiled. 



4. Riyad SULIrwas only Moslem to go to London and 
Paris for UNO and evacuation talks. He Is only 
•influential* Moslem that we can think of who has 
been In Paris recently. 
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